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What is a Blog?

A Timeline of History of Blogging

Top 10 Reasons to Start a Class Blog

How Can Class Blogs Be Effective Learning Tools?

A Blog Tour

Student Comments
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"A big part of our education problems stems directly from the fact that 

Digital Immigrants - who comprise most of our teachers - are not very 

fluent in the language that Digital Natives speak."

Marc Prensky- Author"Don’t Bother Me , Mom –I’m Learning”



WHAT IS A BLOG?
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A blog (short for weblog) is a frequently updated website 
that often resembles an online journal. 

Entries are displayed in reverse chronological order.

Blogs can be public or private, entertaining or educational, 
eclectic or subject specific.

According to Technorati (the Google of blogs), there are 
currently over 113 million blogs in the world today and 
120,000 blogs are created every day.



A Timeline of the History of Blogging
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January 1994
Swarthmore student Justin Hall creates first blog ever.
December 1997
Online diarist Jorn Barger coins the term “Weblog” for “logging the Web.”
April 1999
Programmer Peter Merholz shortens “Weblog” to “blog.”
August 1999
Blogger rolls out the first popular, free blog-creation service.
February 2002
Heather Armstrong is fired for discussing her job on her blog, Dooce. “Dooced” becomes a verb: 
“Fired for blogging.”
March 2003
“Salam Pax,” an anonymous Iraqi blogger, gains worldwide audience during the Iraq war.
December 2004
Merriam-Webster declares “blog” the “Word of the Year.”
January 2005
Study finds that 32 million Americans read blogs.
2007
Tim O'Reilly proposed a Blogger's Code of Conduct. Source: New York Magazine & Wikipedia



Top 10 Reasons to Start a Class Blog
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1. Integrating web technologies into teaching & learning is 

inevitable .

2. Blogs are authentic, interesting and communicative 

pedagogical tools.

3. Blogging is fun!

4. Blogging gives students a real reason to write.

5. Posts and comments provide extra reading practice.
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6. Quiet students  find their voice.

7. Teachers can guide their students to appropriate online 

resources via blogs.

8. A blog is an effective tool to inform parents and get feedback.

9. Blogging is a good way to increase the sense of community in a 

class.

10. A blog is an ideal space for pre-class or post-class discussions.

Top 10 Reasons to Start a Class Blog



How Can Class Blogs Be Effective Learning Tools?
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 Frequent posts by the teacher.
Replying to student comments regularly.
Class discussions.
 Reading passages.
 Useful links.
 Links to other class blogs.
 Fun stuff.
 Different widgets & tools.
 Brain teasers, competitions.
 Interesting facts, fun trivia.
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International connections.
Worksheets, assignments, online activities.
 Class pages where students can comment freely.
 Quizzes created by the teacher.
Motivational messages.
 Class photos.
 Polls.
 Story starters.
 Announcements.

How Can Class Blogs Be Effective Learning Tools?
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BLOG HOST

MY CLASS BLOG (2008-2009)

DASHBOARD

http://www.edublogs.org/
http://www.edublogs.org/
http://www.edublogs.org/
http://www.tedistanbul5thgraders.edublogs.org/
http://www.tedistanbul5thgraders2009.edublogs.org/wp-admin
http://www.tedistanbul5thgraders2009.edublogs.org/wp-admin
http://www.tedistanbul5thgraders2009.edublogs.org/wp-admin

